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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
The claim 21 recites the limitation "the user" in line 2. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. Therefore, the term "the user" could be considered as ~a user- since it is not 
clearly defined in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-16 and 18-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Athing et al. 
[US 5,987,498 A; hereinafter Athing]. 

Referring to claim 1, Athing discloses a communications system (i.e., credit card operated 
computer on-line service communication system; See title and col. 1, lines 6-8) providing user 
configuration (See col. 3, lines 13-15), comprising: at least one communications device (i.e., terminals at 
remote sites 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) configurable for a plurality of users (See col. 3, lines 13-30); a 
configuration request message (i.e., a message for user log-on session 202 in Fig. 6) generated by said 
communications device to initiate a configuration of said communications device (i.e., terminal at remote 
site is initiated the configuration with a specific user configuration by the user log-on procedure; See col. 
7, lines 5-59); and a configuration response message (i.e., a retrieved user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) 
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received by said communications device (i.e., terminal) to enable configuration of said communications 
device (See col. 3, lines 13-30), wherein said configuration response message (i.e., retrieved user 
configuration 212 in Fig. 6) includes configuration information (i.e., configuration data) associated with 
at least one of said plurality of users (See col. 7, lines 35-37 and 40-48). 

Referring to claim 2, Athing teaches a remote computer (i.e., control center 38 of Fig. 2) for 
generating said configuration response message (i.e., retrieving user configuration, which is stored in at 
the central control site inherently anticipates that a remote computer (control center) generates said 
configuration response message (user configuration data); See col. 3, lines 13-15). 

Referring to claim 3, Athing teaches a plurality of configuration files (i.e., data files in 
configuration data server 68 of Fig. 3) associated with said plurality of users (See col. 5, lines 54-57). 

Referring to claim 4, Athing teaches said configuration files (i.e., configuration data file) include 
at least one of authorization (See col. 3, lines 15-18), application (i.e., on-line network service; See col. 7, 
lines 25-39) and settings information associated with at least one user (e.g., display setting; See col. 3, 
lines 28-30). 

Referring to claim 5, Athing teaches a user identification service (i.e., steps 202, 204 and 206 in 
Fig. 3) for processing login information (viz., log-on information) associated with at least one user (See 
col. 7, lines 9-24 and col. 10, lines 21-34). 

Referring to claim 6, Athing teaches said login information includes at least one of a user name 
(i.e., Account name in Fig. 10) and a password (i.e., Password in Fig. 10). 

Referring to claim 7, Athing teaches a message service (i.e., steps 202, 204 and 206 in Fig. 3) for 
transmitting login information (viz., log-on information) associated with at least one user (See col. 7, lines 
5-34). 

Referring to claim 8, Athing teaches a configuration service (i.e., step 212 in Fig. 3) for 
processing (i.e., retrieval processing) said configuration response message (i.e., retrieved user 
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configuration 212 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 44-45) and updating (viz., setting up) said communications 
device (i.e., terminal at remote site 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) with said configuration information (See col. 7, 
lines 25-39). 

Referring to claim 9, Athing teaches a logout service (i.e., log-off process) for sending updated 
user configuration information (i.e., saving any changed user configuration data received; See col. 13, 
lines 5-18). 

Referring to claim 10, Athing teaches a user request service (i.e., steps 202, 204 and 206 in Fig. 
3) for processing a login request (viz., starting user log-on session) associated with at least one user (See 
col. 7, lines 5-34). 

Referring to claim 11, Athing teaches an authentication service (i.e., step 206 in Fig. 3) for 
verifying configurations that a user can access (See col. 14, lines 58-67). 

Referring to claim 12, Athing teaches a record locate service (i.e., step 210 in Fig. 3) for 
searching (i.e., collecting) for configurations associated with a user (See col. 7, lines 30-37). 

Referring to claim 13, Athing teaches a configuration message service (i.e., configuration 
retrieval processing step 212 in Fig. 3) for sending configuration information in said configuration 
response message (See col. 7, lines 40-48; i.e., wherein in fact that the user configuration data is retrieved 
from the central control site inherently anticipates a configuration message service for sending 
configuration information in said configuration response message). 

Referring to claim 14, Athing teaches an update service (i.e., step 220 in Fig. 3) for updating 
configuration information (i.e., saving changed configuration data) that has changed by said user (See col. 
7, lines 45-59). 

Referring to claims 15 and 16, Athing teaches said communications device (i.e., terminal at 
remote site 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) is updated (viz., being set up) with a plurality of applications, i.e., at least 
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one application (i.e., a plurality of user log-on sessions), associated setting(s) (i.e., associated with user's 
configuration data, e.g., screen formats, screen colors, etc.; See col. 7, lines 25-39). 

Referring to claim 18, Athing discloses a method (See Figs. 6 and 7) providing a configurable 
user interface (See col. 3, lines 13-15), comprising: generating a configuration request message (i.e., 
5 initiating a configuration with a specific user configuration message for user log-on session 202 in Fig. 6; 
See col. 7, lines 5-59); generating a configuration response message (i.e., a retrieved user configuration 
212 in Fig. 6) including configuration information (i.e., configuration data) for a communications device 
(i.e., terminals at remote sites 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) based upon said configuration request message (i.e., 
retrieved user configuration 212 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 35-37 and 40-48); and configuring said 
10 communications device (i.e., terminal at the remote site) with said configuration information in said 
configuration response message (See col. 3, lines 13-30). 

Referring to claim 19, Athing teaches sending an update message (i.e., sending a changed 
configuration data) from said communications device (i.e., terminal at remote site 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) to 
indicate user changes in said configuration information (See step 210 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 45-52 and 
15 col. 7, line 66 through col. 8, line 7). 

Referring to claim 20, Athing teaches updating records associated with said user changes in said 
configuration information (i.e., saving any changed user configuration data received; See col. 13, lines 5- 
18). 

Referring to claim 21, Athing teaches transmitting login information (viz., log-on information) 
20 associated with a user (i.e., steps 202, 204 and 206 in Fig. 3; See col. 7, lines 9-24 and col. 10, lines 21- 
34). 

Referring to claim 22, Athing teaches said login information includes at least one of a user name 
(i.e., Account name in Fig. 10) and a password (i.e., Password in Fig. 10). 
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Referring to claim 23, Athing teaches authenticating said login information (i.e., step 206 in Fig. 
3; See col. 14, lines 58-67). 

Referring to claim 24, Athing teaches generating an error message if said authentication fails (i.e., 
step 206 in Fig. 3; See col. 7, lines 19-23). 



transmit updated user configuration information (i.e., saving any changed user configuration data 

received; See col. 13, lines 5-18). 

Referring to claim 26, Athing discloses a system (i.e., credit card operated computer on-line 

service communication system; See title and col. 1, lines 6-8) providing a configurable user interface (See 
10 col. 3, lines 13-15), comprising: means for generating a configuration request message (i.e., means for 

initiating a configuration with a specific user configuration message for user log-on session 202 in Fig. 6; 

See col. 7, lines 5-59); means for generating a configuration response message (i.e., means for retrieving 

user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) including configuration information (i.e., configuration data) for a 

communications device (i.e., terminals at remote sites 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) based upon said configuration 
15 request message (i.e., retrieved user configuration 212 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 35-37 and 40-48); and 

means for configuring said communications device (i.e., terminal at the remote site) with said 

configuration information in said configuration response message (See col. 3, lines 13-30). 

Referring to claim 27, Athing teaches means for sending an update message (i.e., means for 

sending a changed configuration data) from said communications device (i.e., terminal at remote site 34 
20 in Figs. 1 and 2) to indicate user changes in said configuration information (See step 210 in Fig. 6; See 

col. 7, lines 45-52 and col. 7, line 66 through col. 8, line 7). 

Referring to claim 28, Athing teaches means for updating records associated with said user 

changes in said configuration information (i.e., means for saving any changed user configuration data 

received; See col. 13, lines 5-18). 



5 



Referring to claim 25, Athing teaches generating a logout message (i.e., log-off process) to 
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Referring to claim 29, Athing discloses a communications system (i.e., credit card operated 
computer on-line service communication system; See title and col. 1, lines 6-8) providing user 
configuration (See col. 3, lines 13-15), comprising: at least one remote computer (i.e., control center 38 of 
Fig. 2) for storing configurations associated with a plurality of users (See col. 3, lines 13-18); a 
5 configuration request message (i.e., a message for user log-on session 202 in Fig. 6) processed by said 
remote computer (i.e., control center) to determine configurations associated with said plurality of users 
(See col. 7, lines 5-59); and a configuration response message (i.e., a retrieved user configuration 212 in 
Fig. 6) generated by said remote computer, wherein said configuration response message (i.e., retrieved 
user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) includes configuration information (i.e., configuration data) associated 

10 with at least one of said plurality of users (See col 7, lines 35-37 and 40-48). 

Referring to claim 30, Athing teaches a communications device (i.e., terminal at remote site 34 in 
Figs. 1 and 2) for receiving (i.e., retrieving) said configuration response message (i.e., a retrieved user 
configuration 212 in Fig. 6; See col. 7, lines 44-45) and utilizing said configuration information to 
configure (viz., setting up) said communications device according (i.e., terminal) to at least one of said 

15 plurality of users (See col. 7, lines 25-39). 

Referring to claim 31, Athing discloses a communications system (i.e., credit card operated 
computer on-line service communication system; See title and col. 1, lines 6-8) providing user 
configuration (See col. 3, lines 13-15), comprising: at least one communications device (i.e., terminals at 
remote sites 34 in Figs. 1 and 2) configurable for a plurality of users (See col. 3, lines 13-30); at least one 

20 remote computer (i.e., control center 38 of Fig. 2) for storing configuration information (i.e., user 

configuration data) associated with said plurality of users (See col. 3, lines 13-18); a configuration request 
message (i.e., a message for user log-on session 202 in Fig. 6) generated by said communications device 
to initiate a configuration of said communications device (i.e., terminal at remote site is initiated the 
configuration with a specific user configuration by the user log-on procedure; See col. 7, lines 5-59); and 
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a configuration response message (i.e., a retrieved user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) generated by said 
remote computer (i.e., control center) to enable configuration of said communications device (See col. 3, 
lines 13-30), wherein said configuration response message (i.e., retrieved user configuration 212 in Fig. 6) 
includes configuration information (i.e., configuration data) associated with at least one of said plurality 
5 of users (See col. 7, lines 35-37 and 40-48). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
10 section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 

such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

15 6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Athing [US 5,987,498 A] 
as applied to claims 1-16 and 18-31 above, and further in view of Aho et al. [US 6,198,941 Bl; 
hereinafter Aho]. 

Referring to claim 17, Athing discloses all the limitations of the claim 17 except that does not 
expressly teach said communications device comprises at least one of a Personal Digital Assistant (PDA), 

20 palm pilot, cell phone, pager, and laptop computer. 

Aho discloses a method of operating a portable communication device (See col. 1, lines 5-14), wherein 
said portable communication device (i.e., communications device) comprises a Personal Digital Assistant 
(PDA), palm pilot, cell phone, and laptop computer (See col. 3, line 64 through col. 4, line 2). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 

25 made to have used said portable communication device with said method of operation, as disclosed by 
Aho, for said communications device in said system, as disclosed by Athing, so as to change the 
communication arrangement (i.e., changes in the network or link level protocol parameters) that said 
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communications device is using if the change is determined to be imminent and significant (See Aho, col. 
2, lines 31-43). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
5 Htttsch et al. [US 2001/0034771 Al] disclose network portal system and method. 

Riggins [US 6,233,341 Bl] discloses system and method for installing and using a temporary 
certificate at a remote site. 

Rajsic [WO 01/07981 A2] discloses a system and method for providing remote access of 
information to a user in a familiar configuration. 
10 Carlsen [US 5,550,907 A] discloses personal communication using intelligent terminals. 

Wu et al. [US 5,774,551 A] disclose pluggable account management interface with unified login 
and logout and multiple user authentication services. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Christopher E. Lee whose telephone number is 703-305-5950. The examiner can normally 
15 be reached on 9:00am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mark 
H. Rinehart can be reached on 703-305-4815. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
20 Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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